
Movies

“All hail The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King! I can’t think of another film trilogy that ends in such glory, or another monumental work of sustained storytelling that surges ahead with so much inventiveness and ardor. The conclusion of Peter Jackson’s masterwork is passionate and literate, detailed and expansive, and it’s conceived with a risk-taking flair for old fashioned movie magic at its most precious, a rarity now that CGI prowess has fallen into the hands of run-of-the-mill studio ring-chasers” (Lisa Schwarzbaum).

“Stuck on You marks the third time since There’s Something About Mary that the Farrelly brothers have cowritten and directed a comedy in the form of a freakish, screwball case study. Only now they’ve finally gotten it right. Shallow Hal made almost no sense, and Me, Myself & Irene got stuck in the manic gears of Jim Carrey’s babbly virtuosity. In Stuck on You, however, the Farrellys invite the audience to think, feel, and giggle their way right into the lives of Bob and Walt Tenor (Matt Damon and Greg Kinnear), a pair of brothers united by a pulpy wedge of skin.”

Move over, Julia Roberts. Jennifer Garner has a smile that’s big, lush, wide-screen dazzler, with voluptuous candy lips that nudge her face into dimples as lovely as they are long. I’m not sure if Garner has grinned three times on Alias, but in 13 Going on 30, she takes on the role of Jenna, a scrawny, MTV-addicted nerd who finds herself occupying a woman’s body, and she has an enchanting yet friendly radiance. She wraps the audience in an embrace of lost innocence” (Owen Gleiberman).

Music

“Over the span of their 11-year career, blink-182 resolutely refused to grow up. They were the perpetual high school losers who couldn’t get a date and killed time by trying to outgross each other with fart jokes. But the San Diego snot-core trio has dropped the potty humor and made its most expansive and, gulp, mature (despite it being untitled) CD yet.”

Music

“A recent, admittedly unscientific survey of female music fans revealed two seemingly universal, if diametrically opposed, views of singer-songwriter John Mayer. For every woman who thinks his big hit single of last year, “Your Body Is a Wonderland,” was a gloriously romantic statement and that Mayer is a sensitive, poetic sort, there’s another who see both the song and him as slightly smarmy, phony, and pandering. Male opinion, on the other hand, is near monolithic and goes something like this: He’s all right, I guess, but I’d rather listen to Dave Matthews Band, man” (Tom Sinclair).

Television

“Hey, I know I squinted hard at The West Wing just five months ago, when I lamented how the once smart drama had been dumbed down, but the situation in the Bartlet White House is even more dire: The series is now the most irrelevant drama on television.”

Books

“When Toni Morrison is overreaching, no one can touch her. She didn’t win the Nobel Prize by avoiding big, meaty topics (like slavery) that most contemporary writers wouldn’t touch, and her Olympian, omniscient style seems made for grappling with tough issues and larger-than-life characters. Two of her books, Song of Solomon and Beloved, count among the most ambitious, gorgeous, and monumental novels ever published.”

Video Games

“'Halo' is one of the most impressive video game offerings that I've ever seen. The game is tense, thrilling and downright creepy at times. The game's graphics may not push the XBOX completely, but they're often brilliantly crafted, with worlds and interior environments that I would love to see realized in a film."
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