Thesis Statements

What does a thesis do?


The thesis statement declares the main point or controlling idea of your entire essay. Frequently located in the introduction or the beginning of an essay, the thesis briefly answers the questions “What is my opinion on subject ‘x’?” and “What am I going to argue (or illustrate or define or explain) in this essay?”

Guidelines for writing good thesis statements

1. A good thesis states the writer’s clearly defined opinion on some subject. 

2. A good thesis has something worthwhile to say.

3. A good thesis asserts one main idea.

4. A good thesis is clearly stated in specific terms.

5. A good thesis is clearly located in the first or second paragraph.

Common Errors in Thesis statements

1. Don’t make your thesis merely an announcement of your subject matter or a description of your intentions.

2. Don’t clutter your thesis with expressions such as “in my opinion,” “I believe,” and “in this essay I’ll argue that…”

3. Don’t be unreasonable. Making irrational or oversimplified claims will not persuade your reader that you have a thorough understanding of the issue.

4. Don’t merely state a fact. A thesis is an assertion of opinion that leads to discussion. Don’t select an idea that is self-evident or dead-ended.

5. Don’t express your thesis in the form of a question.

Sample thesis statements

· A properly swung golf club could mean the difference between hitting the ball on the fairway or slicing it in the tall rough.

· A well-placed penalty kick can determine the outcome of a soccer game.

· If the correct procedures are followed, an average music listener can be turned into a true music aficionado.


· A properly assembled saxophone will make all the difference in the sound and tone of the instrument.


· Donating blood is not the painful process one might expect.

· The raid on Pearl Harbor wasn’t altogether unexpected.

· Sponsoring a five-mile run can be a fun way for your club or student organization to raise money for local charities.

· Challenging a speeding ticket is a time-consuming, energy-draining, but financially rewarding endeavor.

