	Frankenstein Socratic Discussion



For our first graded discussion, you should take the time to think critically about these statements. You will be scored on both the QUALITY of your comments and your use of TEXTUAL EVIDENCE to back up your opinions. You will only have three graded discussions, so please come prepared!
For each statement, write down if you AGREE or DISAGREE and WHY. Also, you should have at least one paraphrase CD (fact from the story in your own words) to support your opinion. You should take notes on the back of this page or on a separate sheet of paper. You can also download this document from my website and type your ideas right on the page. 
1. Technological advancement has altered our society in a negative way. 

2. The Monster’s worst transgression was the killing of William.

3. What is the most prominent gothic element in this book? Click on the link on the website to see the elements of gothic novels. http://www.virtualsalt.com/gothic.htm
4. Cloning is an ethical practice and should be used in today’s society.

Have you seen Jurassic Park? In this feature film, scientists use DNA preserved for tens of millions of years to clone dinosaurs. 

Here are some potential reasons to clone:
· Cloning for medical purposes

Cloning animal models of disease 

Cloning stem cells for research 

"Pharming" for drug production
· Reviving Endangered or Extinct Species
· Reproducing a Deceased Pet

· Cloning Humans

To help infertile couples have children

To replace a deceased child
5. The Monster was justified in taking his life in the end.
6. The alternative title for the book is "The Modern Prometheus." What does Shelley mean by this? Watch the short video (1:45) on the website to review the myth. 
7. Victor’s biggest mistake was creating the Monster in the first place. 
8. Nurture (all environmental factors after conception/how one is raised) contributes more to one’s personality than nature (genetics/inherited).
The view that humans acquire all or almost all their behavioral traits from "nurture" was termed tabula rasa ("blank slate") by philosopher John Locke, and proposes that humans develop from only environmental influences.  If you believe in the blank slate philosophy, you believe that at birth the human mind is essentially a blank slate and it is gradually “filled as a result of experiences”.
