How to Write a Good Title

A good title is similar to a good newspaper headline in that it attracts the readers’ interest and makes them want to read your essay.  The title also helps announce the tone of the essay.  An informal or humorous essay, for example, might have a catchy, funny title.

Here are some titles that show the writer’s humorous side with a play on words:

“Bittersweet News about Saccharin”

“Coffee: New Grounds for Concern”

“The Scoop on the Best Ice Cream”

On the other hand, a serious, informative essay should have a title that suggests its content as clearly and specifically as possible.  Try to be creative and avoid bland titles like “Soccer” or “How to Be a Good Babysitter.”

Here are some more examples of effective titles for expository essays:

“The World’s Most Popular Sport”

“Babysitter’s Survival Guide”

“River Rafting’s Life Lessons”

“Catching Garage Sale Fever”
