Theme Rubric

	
	Exceeds
	Meets
	Nearly Meets
	Beginning

	Identify Theme
	· Student is able to identify subtle and complex themes, showing deep insight and understanding of text.

· Reveals a truth about human nature.

· Gives insight into some aspect of life that we may not have thought about before.

· Words are rich, specific and interesting; also natural and not overdone.


	· Student is able to identify theme and demonstrate understanding of text.

· Reveals a basic truth about human nature.

· Familiar words and phrases communicate theme adequately.
	· Student attempt to identify theme is either too general or understanding of text is unclear

· Theme statement is a cliché

· Words are basic, nonspecific or redundant. (For instance: it, thing, stuff, a lot).
	· Theme statement is plot summary

· Theme statement refers to specific characters or events in the work.

· Language is repetitive and/or misused, taking away from the meaning and impacts

	Textual 

Evidence
	· Evidence is well-chosen, skillfully connects text to theme
	· Evidence is relevant and connects text to theme
	· Evidence is too general and/or does not support the theme
	· Evidence is random or not present

	Interpretation


	· Explanation (commentary) is complex, and reveals strong insight beyond the text
	· Explanation (commentary) of the connection between textual evidence and the theme is clear. 
	· Explanation (commentary) is unclear, erroneous or too obvious, causing the reader to make inferences 
	· Explanation (commentary) is absent.


Standard: EL.HS.LI.06 Identify themes in literary works, and provide support for interpretations from the text.
	5 ORGANIZATION

    Organization is strong and moves the reader through the text; 8 sentence structure is followed.

· Smooth, effective transitions among all elements (sentences, paragraphs, ideas).

· Skillful use of lead-ins.
	4 ORGANIZATION

   Organization is clear; 8 sentence structure is followed. 

· A variety of transitions used.

· Effective use of lead-ins. 
	3 ORGANIZATION

  Organization is inconsistent or skeletal. One or two errors in 8 sentence structure occur.

· Transitions are missing or are repetitive.

· Lead-ins are not effective.
	2/1 ORGANIZATION

   Organization is unclear and difficult to follow; 8 sentence structure is not followed.

· Transitions are missing.

· Lead-ins are missing.


