SOPHOMORE ENGLISH
(503) 431-5578                 Mrs. Beeler        bbeeler@ttsd.k12.or.us
bbeeler@weebly.com
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS                                                      
Students in the state of Oregon are required to demonstrate proficiency in certain essential skills-skills that are deemed critical for future success-before they are awarded a diploma. As a result, students of the class of 2016 will be the first who must pass the new, and highly challenging, Smarter Balanced Assessment Test aligned to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in both READING and WRITING, or pass a work sample in order to receive a diploma from Tualatin High School. 
STANDARDS-BASED GRADING
We will focus on 10 PRIORITY STANDARDS this year (included in syllabus). The goal is for all students to meet, or have a solid understanding, of each standard. The student’s grade will reflect what he or she knows and can do. Students will have 2 opportunities for each standard.

Scoring for Individual Assessments
All grading will be on a 4-point scale for each Standard

	Proficiency Level
	Score
	Description: Student demonstrates the following:

	Exceeds
	E
	Advanced understanding/application of the standard

	Meets
	M
	Solid understanding/application of the standard

	Nearly Meets
	N
	Gaps in understanding and/or partial application of standard

	Beginning
	BG
	Shows minimal understanding/application of the standard

	Not Attempted
	N/A
	No attempt made on the standard


Determining Final Grades
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	4 Exceeds 

6 Meets

No nearly meets or beginnings
	7 Meets or Exceeds

3 Nearly Meets

No Beginnings


	No more than 1 Beginning
	No more than 3 Beginnings
	4 or more Beginnings

Insufficient Evidence: Standards not attempted.


The student’s overall score will reflect his or her growth. If a student improves on the second attempt, that score will become their overall score. However, if a student regresses, the overall score will be an average of the two attempts, or the score they demonstrated twice.
*Students may resubmit one essay at the end of the semester in order to meet any of the writing standards; however, students will not be able to exceed any standards on the resubmission.  (Essays must be turned in within the given one week window). 

UNITS OF STUDY
The standards are taught and assessed through the following units of study: Of Mice and Men, Taming of the Shrew, Night and Frankenstein, a variety of short stories, poems, nonfiction pieces, independent reading, vocabulary and writing.
EXPECTATIONS
· Please be in your SEAT when the BELL RINGS.  
· No food or drink is allowed in the classroom (water only). 

We have students with severe peanut allergies: NO PEANUTS whatsoever! Be mindful and wash hands with soap and water before class if you’ve had peanuts.
· No cell phones or other electronic devices used for anything other than educational purposes. 

· Please come to class prepared with all necessary supplies and homework.
· Please BE RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE & SAFE! 
 SUPPLIES
· 3 ring binder (may be used for other subjects, too)   
· 3 Tab dividers (can be homemade)  [Literature/Writing/Vocab]
  
· Pens and pencils                      
Please bring the following to share with our learning community:

· Box of KLEENEX (optional, but much appreciated!)
ABSENCES 
Students who have been ABSENT need to make up their practice IMMEDIATELY (One day absent=one day to complete)! Please check out the assignment calendar on my web page to see what was missed. bbeeler.weebly.com
If you have a prearranged absence, it is your responsibility to find out the practice and have your work turned in on time. Tests must be made up within one week. Late start Tuesdays are a great time to make up tests.
LATE ESSAYS WILL RECEIVE NO WRITTEN COMMENTS!

If you leave early for an athletic event, appointment, or any school related activity, you are responsible for the work we do that day. You must come to the following class prepared.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

All students can demonstrate honesty by completing their own practice, not sharing answers or discussing test questions. Plagiarizing will be discussed and the proper use of citations will be required. If an assignment is plagiarized, the assignment will be given a zero, parents will be contacted, and the student will receive a referral. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to:  sharing work, using Sparks notes instead of reading, discussing test questions, and theft of work from the internet.


Oregon universities for admission eligibility do not accept “D” or “F” grades.
An “F” grade means no credit. Students will have to retake the course at your own expense, potentially during the summer ( 
To ensure that students receive academic instruction that is appropriate to their rate and level of learning, the curriculum and instruction of this course may be differentiated to include specialized groupings, compacting of curriculum, accelerated pacing, and providing of extension/challenge activities.

GRADE 10
Common Core State STANDARDS

	Reading
	Writing

	Literary Text
Semester 1

RL.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

RL.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details.

Semester 2

RI.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient.  

RL.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment.
Vocabulary

Semester 1 & 2

L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Discussion
Semester 1 & 2

SL1 Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

	Narrative (Semester 1) CCSS.ELA.W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
Informative/Expository (Semester 2)

CCSS.ELA.W.9-10.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
CCSS.W.2 

    a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions
    b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
(Ideas & Content)

    c.  Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

(Organization)

    d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. (Word Choice)

CCSS.L.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing. (Conventions)
    b.  Use various types of phrases and clauses to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing. (Sentence Fluency)




	Life Skills  Career Related Learning Standard (Semester 1 & 2)
Organization: plan, organize, and complete practice & assessments accurately and on time. 
Personal Management: exhibit work ethic, responsibility, and the ability to be responsible and dependable. 
Teamwork Skills: participate cooperatively, productively, and respectfully in teams to complete to tasks. 
Students will only be able to MEET this standard, as it is impossible to exceed what is already expected.


