Socratic Discussion Questions for Anthem
1. Why did Prometheus try to convince the Council of Scholars that his invention merited their support? If a government thinks that an invention will not benefit the community, should the invention be banned? For example, compare this situation to the government agencies of the Federal Drug Administration and the Federal Aviation Administration, which allows new drugs and new air routes only if they will “benefit the community.”
2. What is the most important line (sentence) from the book and why?

3. Light is used as a motif (reoccurring idea) throughout Anthem. Discuss how light is used and why it is significant. How does it lead to theme?



4. Many people blame their hardships, poverty, or unhappiness on external conditions. “It’s not my fault,” they cry, “it’s because of the family, class, race, society, or culture into which I was born!” They believe that outside factors control and determine their lives. Use Equality as an example to refute this deterministic view of man.
5. What is the significance and impact of the title? What is the significance and impact of the names used in the book? (Do some research on Prometheus and Gaea, too.)
6. What is likeable about Prometheus? Is there anything to dislike? Provide evidence to back up your claims. 


7. What do feel has been gained in Prometheus and Gaea’s new society, and what has been lost? What conflicts can this new society expect
8.  What is the significance of nature throughout the text? What do the various elements of nature symbolize?
9. We have now read about two dystopias. Which society would you rather live in, Ralph’s or Equality’s? Why?
Question for all: 

10. Why is this book important to read for your generation?
