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	Exceeds
4
	Meets

3
	Nearly Meets

2
	Beginning

1

	IDEAS & CONTENT

Topic Sentences: Insightful, original

Concrete Details:

· Relevant, carefully selected details

Commentary:

· Skillfully explains significance of concrete detail and skillfully supports topic sentence.
· Makes insightful connections and shares new insights

Concluding Sentences:

Original, interesting thought that provides a sense of resolution.


	IDEAS & CONTENT

Topic Sentences: clear, focused and insightful
Concrete Details:

· Well chosen, support topic sentence   

Commentary:

· Explains significance of concrete detail and supports topic sentence.
· Insightful, original 

Concluding Sentences:

· New thought that provides a sense of resolution.


	IDEAS & CONTENT

Topic Sentences: overly broad, basic or simplistic; does not support thesis
Concrete Details:

· Predictable or too general

Commentary:

· Significance of concrete detail not addressed and does not clearly support topic sentence

· Obvious commentary
· Needs to be specific
· Some repetition

· Connections and insights are missing

Concluding Sentences:

· Repeats topic sentence
	IDEAS & CONTENT

Topic Sentences:  Confusing, concrete detail (fact from the story) or a question or quotation

Concrete Details:

· Missing

· Does not connect to topic sentence

Commentary:

· Missing

· Not about topic sentence

· Really is a concrete detail

· Extensive repetition

Concluding Sentences:

· Missing, plot or too obvious


	ORGANIZATION

    Organization is strong and moves the reader through the text; 8 sentence structure is followed.

· Smooth, effective transitions among all elements (sentences, paragraphs, ideas).

· Skillful use of lead-ins.
· Introduction: inviting beginning that draws the reader in.
· Conclusion: Satisfying sense of resolution or closure.
	ORGANIZATION

   Organization is clear; 8 sentence structure is followed. 

· Transitions used.

· Effective use of lead-ins. 
· Introduction: recognizable, developed

· Conclusion: developed
	ORGANIZATION

  Organization is inconsistent or skeletal. One or two errors in 8 sentence structure occur.

· Some transitions are missing, awkward or are repetitive.

· Lead-ins are not effective.
· Introduction: obvious or ineffective.

· Conclusion: obvious or ineffective.
	ORGANIZATION

   Organization is unclear and difficult to follow; 8 sentence structure is not followed.

· Transitions are missing.

· Lead-ins are missing.
· Introduction: missing or underdeveloped

· Conclusion: missing or underdeveloped

	WORD CHOICE

   Employs a broad range of words, which have been carefully chosen and thoughtfully placed for impact.

· Accurate, specific words; word choices energize the writing.

· Words and phrases are striking and varied, but are natural and not overdone.
	WORD CHOICE
   Employs a variety of words that are functional and appropriate to purpose.

· Expression that is accurate and effective. 

· Words and phrases are occasionally unnatural. 
	WORD CHOICE
  Does not employ a variety of words, producing a “generic” paper filled with familiar words and phrases. 

· Expression is ordinary or general 

· Words and phrases are often forced or misused. 

· Reliance on clichés.


	WORD CHOICE
  Language is repetitive and/or misused, taking away from the meaning and impact.

· General, vague words.

· Extremely limited range of words.

· Words do not fit the text: imprecise, inadequate, or wrong.
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	SENTENCE FLUENCY

· Sentence beginnings: sentences begin in different ways, adding interest.
· Sentence lengths: a variety of lengths that add interest.

· Sentence patterns: a variety of complex patterns that add interest. 


	SENTENCE FLUENCY
· Sentence beginnings: most sentences begin in different ways. 

· Sentence lengths: some sentences are shorter; some are longer. 

· Sentence patterns: somewhat varied. Some control over more complex sentences.
	SENTENCE FLUENCY

· Sentence beginnings: many sentences begin the same way. (i.e. “This shows that…” 
· Sentence lengths: many sentences are the same length.

· Sentence patterns: many are the same. Little control over more complex sentences. 


	SENTENCE FLUENCY
· Sentence beginnings: begin the same way. 

· Sentence lengths: same lengths-either short and choppy or long and rambling. 

· Sentence patterns: repeated over and over. (e.g., subject-verb or subject-verb-object).



	CONVENTIONS

  Strong control of conventions; uses conventions effectively to enhance readability. Errors are few and minor.

· Skill in using a wide range of conventions in a sufficiently long and complex piece. 

· Little need for editing. 

Tense:

· Everything is in present tense

Citations and Quotations:

· Exact; no errors
	CONVENTIONS

   Control of conventions. Minor errors do not impede readability.

· Correct end-of-sentence punctuation; internal punctuation is sometimes incorrect.

· Moderate need for editing.

Tense:

Some inconsistency in tense (uses some past tense)

Citations and Quotations:

No more than one error on quotations and citations. 


	CONVENTIONS

 Limited control of conventions. Errors begin to impede readability.

· End-of-sentence punctuation is usually correct; however, internal punctuation contains frequent errors. 

· Spelling errors that distract the reader: misspelling of common words occurs.

· Significant need for editing.

Tense:

· Uses more past tense than present

Citations and Quotations:

· Two to three errors on quotations and citations. 


	CONVENTIONS

  Little control of conventions. Frequent errors impede readability.

· Many end-of-sentence punctuation errors; internal punctuation contains frequent errors.

· Spelling errors frequently distract the reader; misspelling of common words often occurs.

· Extensive need for editing.

Tense:

· Uses past tense
Citations and Quotations:

· Four errors or more on quotations and citations. 
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