Romeo and Juliet

Group Project

Our study of Shakespeare’s play will be an active investigation of the play. You will be divided into five groups (one group per act). Each group will present two scenes from each act.  Your group will need to complete the following:

1. Read the synopsis of the entire play.

2. Read the ENTIRE ACT in the text individually.

3. Read as a group your assigned scenes. You will need to check pronunciation and understand the words you are speaking. 

4. One scene will be delivered in Elizabethan English and one scene will be delivered in a “themed” modern vernacular. In order to help the rest of the class understand your assigned scenes, you will need to work together efficiently. Follow the steps below for the best results.

A. Choose a group leader or director. This person should be responsible and a motivator. 

Everyone needs to pull their own weight in order to have a successful performance. If one of the group members is not contributing, that will definitely show up on the group evaluation form. Each member of the group will be given a Life Skills score that will be determined by the individual group members PRIVATE evaluations. 

B. Choose various people to take the lead with different activities.

· be in charge of typing the script

· be responsible for name tags, props

· bring costumes

· create parts of the “set”

DO NOT DIVIDE AND CONQUER THE TRANSLATION OR THE VISUAL!  The point is: there is plenty of work to do, and EVERYONE should be working at all times!

5. Be in class and prepared on the assigned day of your presentation.

6. You will be graded on the presentation for LIFE SKILLS and write a four paragraph essay (all five writing traits This is a BIG deal!)
Scenes performed from Romeo and Juliet



Act I

Scenes 1 & 5



Act II

Scenes 2 & 5



Act III

Scenes 1 & 5



Act IV

Scenes 1 & 3



Act V

Scenes 1 & 3

ELECTRONIC VISUAL REQUIREMENTS 
(Please choose from the following visual options: Powerpoint, Prezi, Glogster, Screencast, or any other visual platform)
The purpose of the visual is to teach the entire ACT.  The visual must have the following:

· A CREATIVE title for the ACT that is neat and easy to see 

A minimum of three quotations from the entire ACT (NO citation errors!) Explain why these lines are important to the play during your presentation. 
· Key characters in your SCENES need to be identified by comparing them to a historical or modern day person with similar character traits. Your rationale for your choices should be explained during your presentation.

· Write a theme statement to cover your ACT.  A minimum of five conflicts and complications for the ACT need used as support for the statement. They can be bullet points, but please use complete sentences. 
· Write one discussion question per scene that will promote
discussion and higher-level thinking. After you present your scenes, you will ask the class your questions. 

MODERN SCRIPT 
· You do not have to translate line by line, but make sure that you are conveying all of the major ideas included in the dialogue.  Do not have each individual character translate their own lines! Everyone in the group must work together to create a cohesive script. 

· Give a typed copy of your script to your teacher as soon as it is finished so copies can be made for each group member.

· Rehearse, rehearse, rehearse. Get on your feet. Figure out the blocking (where people stand, how they move, etc.) Make your own notes in the margins of your script regarding tone of voice, gestures, facial expressions and body movement.  Practice at home, and be ready to go when we get to your scene.  

ELIZABETHEAN PERFORMANCE

· Depending on your specific scene, you will insert 3-6 cuts at the appropriate times in the performance. These cuts should be used to explain to the audience what is happening. (Think plot summary)

· Actors should FREEZE while someone without a major acting role talks to the audience. This should be conversational and not read off a script, which means you should have intimate understanding of your ACT. Different people can do different cuts; utilize all members of your group.

Timeline Recommendations
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	End of DAY 3
	End of DAY 4
	DAY 5

	Read both scenes you are acting out. 

Brainstorm theme ideas.

Homework: Read entire act on your own.
	Finalize modern theme.

Script in action

Visual in action 

Assign all jobs

(Who is in charge of visual, script, costumes, name tags, etc.?)
	Finished script to clear with Beeler.
Be over ½ way done with visual.

Nametags created.
	Script revised and finalized. Copies made for group.
Details (music, costumes, pictures for backdrop finalized.

Some members will start to rehearse. 
	Last minute details.

Rehearse, rehearse, rehearse. 
Work on blocking, timing, polish. 

Everyone will turn in visual next class, regardless of when you present. 


Elements to consider for performances:
· Music and sound effects

· Color coding nametags and costumes by family

· Backgrounds to project on screen behind you for both scenes.

QUESTIONS GROUP NEEDS TO ASK AS THEY PREPARE:

Before beginning the translation, your group must turn in the following to me:
· Who are the major/key characters in your act?

· What are the reasons behind their actions?

· Is the scene in a private or public location? What effect does that have on the outcome of the conflicts?

· What is the emotional state of the speaker at this time?

· What changes in the character? What is his/her motivation or emotion at this particular moment?

· What is each character’s life like?

· Are their emotions apparent or disguised in this scene?

· What instances in contemporary life relate to this conflict or problem?

· What are dramatic irony, soliloquy, aside, and character foil?

