Romeo & Juliet
ACT I

Scene I
901 PROLOGUE  (Sonnet: 14 lines, ends in a couplet, iambic pentameter)

903 FIGHT

Benvolio tries to keep the peace (Bene-benevolence—good)

Tybalt threatens to kill Benvolio

904 PRINCE’S SPEECH




“If ever you disturb our streets again..”

907 ROMEO: OXYMORONS/CONTRASTS



Love should produce JOY, yet for Romeo it produces the opposite.



OXYMORONS


Government Organization
Alone Together     Personal Computer



Silent Scream
Living Dead  
Same Difference   Taped Live



Plastic Glasses
 Tight Slacks
Peace Force
      Pretty Ugly



Head Butt
Working Vacation  Tax Return    Virtual Reality



Dodge Ram
Work Party
Jumbo Shrimp
       Healthy Tan



Microsoft Works
909 
Read from lines 215 to the end of the scene




Benvolio tells Romeo that there are other FISH in the SEA.




“examine other beauties.”

Scene II

Paraphrase scene

· Paris asks Lord Capulet for Juliet’s hand in marriage.

· Capulet invites Paris to the masquerade ball that night so he can meet Juliet.

· An illiterate servant is sent to deliver invitations to the party. Since he can’t read, he asks Benvolio & Romeo to help him read the guest list. Romeo sees Rosaline’s name. Benvolio wants Romeo to “crash” the party so he can see other women, but Romeo only consents because he wants to see Rosaline.

Scene III

914 NURSE’S SPEECH




Loyalty to Capulet family. Juliet is like a daughter to her since her 


own daughter died.

916 
DISCUSSION OF PARIS




Lady Capulet is a FOIL to the Nurse




Lady C. compares Paris to a fine book




Nurse calls him a “MAN OF WAX.” A.k.a. –a total hottie, a babe!

918
BLANK VERSE VS. PROSE of the servingman

Scene IV

919 Woe is ME for Romeo. He is a big drama-queen!

922 ROMEO’s Speech about fate, the stars, foreboding (line 106)

Scene V

923 LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT! 

927
SONNET (R & J’s speech together makes a sonnet. COOL, huh?)

ACT II

Scene I

932 
SONNET  (Romeo, cured of his longing for Rosaline, is now in love with



someone who seems equally unattainable. Yet the couple’s love ensures that 

they will find a way to meet.)



Near Capulet Orchard- Romeo enters the Capulets’ orchard. Mercutio calls 

after him. When Romeo doesn’t answer, Mercutio and Benvolio leave 


because they think the Romeo is depressed over Rosaline. 



DRAMATIC IRONY- we know that R loves J, but his friends have no idea.

Scene II
934 
ROMEO’S SOLILOQUY


Notice the images of light and darkness



Line 33 (Wherefore= WHY? Why does he have to be a Montegue?

Why does his name have to be Romeo, son of my despised enemy.



936
ASIDE- Says under his breathe.  “Shall I hear more, or shall I speak at this?”




He has been listening in on her private thoughts. He is torn because 


he wants to continue to hear what she is saying about him, yet he 



also wants to reveal to her that he is there. 

941
COUPLETS- Shakespeare ended his scenes with a couplet to show the scene 

change. It’s like the curtains are closing. 
Scene III
941
Friar’s SOLILOQUY- His knowledge of herbs here foreshadows his 


ability to make the potion.
944 Romeo asks the Friar to marry him to Juliet.



“Holy Saint Francis!” Friar is like, “What the heck happened to Rosaline, 


Dude? You were head over heels for her.” 

945 FRIAR’S RATIONALE FOR CONSENTING TO MARRY THEM.



“For this alliance may so happy prove to turn your households’ rancor to 

pure love.” The ONLY reason I am willing to do this is to bring the families 

together. 

Scene IV
PARAPHRASE:

· A letter arrives from Tybalt challenging Romeo to a duel. They are worried since Tybalt is a talented swordsman.

· Romeo comes in and Mercutio teases him about his behavior the previous night. They still think he loves Rosaline. 

· After the boys leave, the nurse asks Romeo if his love for Juliet is true.
· He assures her “YES” and tells her to have Juliet come to Friar Laurence’s cell that afternoon to be married.

Scene V-VI
READ THESE SCENES ALOUD --they are short( 



Stress how Juliet is bloody irritated and the nurse is just messing w/ her.



Friar is concerned about their urgency, but he marries them none-the-less.



SHOW Balcony scene from Zeffirelli film.

ACT III
(FOCUS: IRONY)

Scene I

960
Read the ‘fray’ starting on line 36-91  



Verbal irony- Mercutio’s “Ay, ay,  a scratch” (line 90) 

964
Romeo- “Oh, I am FORTUNE’S FOOL!”



Prince asks Benvolio to tell him what happened. He is objective and 



trustworthy.

966 
Prince’s speech: “And for that offense Immediately we do EXILE him hence.” 
(183) Why did he change his mind? Is this punishment fair?

Scene II
968-969 Juliet learns that Romeo killed her cousin. Lines 73-84 are full of OXYMORONS to show APPEARANCE VS REALITY “Oh that deceit should 


dwell In such a gorgeous palace.”


Nurse agrees- Then Juliet stands up for her husband. It’s the same idea that 

you can go off on your mom or your brother, but as soon as a friend starts to 

agree with you, you are like, “wait a minute!” You can say whatever you 


want about someone you love, but others are simply supposed to listen, not 

respond ( 

Juliet’s use of the word banished (compare it to Romeo’s in the next scene)

She thinks of suicide. Romeo is her whole life; she is devastated w/o him!

Scene III
(FRIAR’S CELL)
972-973 
Read aloud (thru line 56)



Friar informs Romeo that he is banished. Observe how he uses the 


word. Friar tells him to count his blessings. He is lucky he is not 



killed!
977

Nurse shows up to give Romeo a ring from Juliet and tells him to go 


see her before he leaves for Mantua.

Scene IV

977 
Everyone thinks Juliet is distraught about Tybalt’s death. DRAMATIC IRONY- 
We know why she is really upset! 


Capulet tells Paris that he will marry Juliet on Thursday. This increases the 

tension!

Scene V

985
Capulet talking to Juliet. OUCH. 

986
Juliet begs her mom for help. She responds, “ Talk not to me, for I’ll not 


speak a word.” Poor Juliet. NO parental support, whatsoever.

987
To make matters worse, the nurse says, “I think it best you married with the 

county.” Juliet feels totally betrayed and she has completely shut down. She 

will never confide in the nurse again!



She says, “I’ll off to the friar to know his remedy. If all else fail, myself have 

power to die.”

Take notes on IRONY

Situational, verbal, dramatic. 

Play “Isn’t it Ironic” and do the activity surrounding that song.
 

ACT IV
(FOCUS: SOLILOQUY)

Scene I

990
Read Scene 1 ALOUD  



Talk about the Friar’s PLAN
Scene II
994 
Juliet begs her dad for forgiveness.  “Henceforward I am ever ruled by y


995 
Capulet moves the wedding to Wednesday. This affects the time they have to 
let Romeo know of the plan.

997
“My heart is wondrous light, since this wayward girl is so reclaimed.”

Scene III
(Juliet’s Chamber)

997
Juliet’s SOLILOQUY


Have students identify her fears.

Scene IV
PARAPHRASE
999 While making preparations for the wedding, Lord Capulet hears that Paris is approaching. He sends the nurse to wake up Juliet.

Scene V

1000 The nurse goes to wake Juliet but, finding her unresponsive, believes that she is dead. She cries out in alarm, and Juliet’s parents rush in and lament the death of their daughter. Friar Laurence and Paris enter and are told the bad news. The Friar tells the family they must prepare her for burial in the family tomb.
1001 Nurses’ synonyms for SAD. (Woeful, lamentable, hateful, black)

1002 Friar gives consolation that Juliet is now in Heaven.

1004 
Friar “The heavens do lower upon you for some ill; move them no more by 
crossing their high will.”

ACT V


Scene I

(Mantua. A street)
1009 Romeo finds out about Juliet’s pseudo death. “Then I defy you, STARS!”
1010 What is the apothecary’s motive for selling the drugs to Romeo?

1011 Apothecary-“My poverty but not my will consents.” This reminds me of Odysseus, “But in my heart I did not consent.”

Scene II
(FRIAR LAURENCE’S CELL)
1011
Friar Laurence learns that his messenger, Friar John, was unable to deliver to 



Romeo the letter explaining Juliet’s coma. The friar sets off for the Capulet 

tomb, afraid that Juliet, who is to revive within three hours, will awaken 


alone. 


Scene III
(A churchyard; Capulet’s monument)
1014 Romeo warns Paris to leave. “Tempt not a desp’rate man…I beseech thee… 
Put not another sin upon my head by urging me to fury. “

1015 Romeo kills Paris


Rome sees life in Juliet. “Ah, dear Juliet, Why art thou yet so fair?”

1017 Friar enters. Juliet awakes. Friar freaks out and bolts, leaving her with Romeo 
and Paris newly dead in the tomb. Friar’s plan, “I’ll dispose of thee among a 
sisterhood of holy nuns.”
1018 She stabs herself.
1021 tague, “Alas, my liege, my wife is dead tonight! Grief of my son’s exile 
hath stopped her heart.”

1022 Friar takes some responsibility. Do you think the Friar deserves punishment?

