
The MESSAGE you take from a story is its THEME.

Be careful you don’t confuse theme with plot summary. The plot summary tells what happened in the story; the theme should reveal some deeper truth about human nature that is revealed in the story. 

· A theme is ALWAYS A STATEMENT (never a question!)

· Usually, the theme REVEALS a TRUTH about HUMAN BEHAVIOR.

· The theme is usually not stated directly in the story.

· The fiction writer hopes that we will feel the characters’ experiences so strongly that the truth revealed to them will be revealed to us as well.

· The theme can be what the author wants us to learn about our own lives.

· The theme shows a deep understanding of the conflicts and characters in a story.

· Never state the obvious.

How to write a theme statement

Theme statement should be…

· One sentence

· Insightful! Avoid a no-duh statement

· Use effective, powerful words (word choice always matters)

· An original statement. (You write it. Everyone interprets literature differently. What did you learn from reading this book?) Theme statement should NOT be a cliché! (overused expression)

· Theme statement does NOT include words such as “I” or “you” (people, one, society, an individual, etc.)
· You can begin your statement with author’s last name and illustrates, suggests, etc. (Golding suggests… Golding illustrates…

Sample Theme Statement: Golding suggests all people have an inherent evil within which can be brought out in extreme situations. (This would earn a 3 [meets]—it is obvious and overused, yet it does demonstrate an understanding of the text.)

